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Abstract: Higher vocational English is a foreign language course in vocational colleges. The level of a foreign language
has become an important measurement to judge a modern person. It is important to improve one’s comprehensive quali-
ties and abilities for individuals. Network education provides a completely new way of learning for people. English teach-
ing under web-based environment is a kind of educational mode integrating computer technology, multimedia technology,
network technology and modern educational method, through the multimedia teaching information collection, transmis-
sion, processing and sharing to realize the task of English teaching. Compared with the traditional English teaching mode,
network English teaching has incomparable superiority. This paper based on the advantages of network platform, accord-
ing to the characteristics of higher vocational education and the students, referenced the college English teaching reform,
proposed a set of explorations for English teaching mode, achieved satisfactory result.
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1. INTRODUCTION

English teaching in higher vocational education has a
special position. Under the background of globalization,
English education has not only been a subject, but with the
characteristics of society. English teaching directly impact
upon all aspects of students’ growth. Through English, stu-
dents can learn about the culture of the world, expand vision,
cultivate the habit of humanistic spirit, learn and use foreign
advanced technology, even exercise communication ability
and so on.

Recently, with the development of network technology,
many universities in China built up a web-based autonomous
English learning system, which provides a good learning
environment and sound foundation for autonomous study. In
this background, traditional practical teaching mode has been
unable to meet the social requirements. The establishment of
student-centered teaching mode and the application of web-
based multimedia modern educational technology are main
aspects of higher vocational English teaching reform.

2. THE CHARACTERISTICS OF HIGHER VOCA-
TIONAL ENGLISH TEACHING

Higher vocational English is a foreign language course in
vocational colleges, which has some relations but also dif-
ferences with college English [1]. The status of higher voca-
tional education in the higher education is increasingly
prominent, has become an important component of Chinese
higher education. The vigorous development of higher voca-
tional education has cultivated a large number of
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high-quality senior technical personnel for social and eco-
nomic development. Higher vocational education has formed
to serve the needs of economic and social development after
many years of practice and theory research. It is said that
higher vocational education need to build the market ori-
ented, employment oriented development mode in the educa-
tional orientation [2]. On the personnel training target, it
need to emphasize the cultivation of professional ability and
practice ability. In the personnel training pattern, it need to
realize school-enterprise cooperation and work-study combi-
nation.

The level of a foreign language has become an important
measurement to judge a modern talent and a very important
requirement in improving one’s comprehensive qualities and
abilities for individuals [3]. As a guiding document for Eng-
lish teaching of higher vocational school, Basic Require-
ments for Higher Vocational English, which issued by Min-
istry of Education, clearly put forward the teaching philoso-
phy “be oriented toward practical applicability, for the pur-
pose of application” [4]. It is not only a requirement of the
society for individuals, but also a very important requirement
in improving one’s comprehensive qualities and abilities for
individuals.

3. THE DEVELOPMENT OF NETWORK EDUCA-
TION

The arrival of information age has broken the education
attributes. Computer and network technology development
provides a good opportunity for network education. Network
education, which is guided by the modern education thought
and learning theory, is a kind of learner-centered non-face-
to-face education under Web-based Environment [5]. Net-
work education can give full play to the network of educa-
tion function and the advantage of abundant network educa-
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tion resource. Network education provides people with a
completely new way of learning [6].

Network education provides a completely new way of
learning for people. It has some distinctive and function:
makes educational resource-sharing become reality, provides
self-learners with optimum conditions and opportunities,
helps to achieve interactive study, promotes the socialization
of education and social learning [7]. Many countries attach
great importance to the network education and make great
efforts to support this new way of education and develop-
ment, such as investing a lot of money to promote the devel-
opment and popularization of network education, expanding
the popularization of network education.

4. THE ADVANTAGES OF NETWORK EDUCATION
IN HIGHER VOCATIONAL ENGLISH TEACHING

English teaching under web-based environment is a kind
of educational mode integrating computer technology, mul-
timedia technology, network technology and modern educa-
tional method, through the multimedia teaching information
collection, transmission, processing and sharing to realize
the task of English teaching [8]. Compared with the tradi-
tional English teaching mode, network English teaching has
incomparable superiority.

4.1. A Huge Massive of Information

Multimedia technology can provide the text, sound, dy-
namic and static image integration interface. Teachers can
show and switch the contents of teaching flexibly as needed.
This makes the classroom teaching content becomes more
vivid, more fulfilling, more visual and more attractive, and
can make the abstract, dried learning content into image,
interesting, visual and audible dynamic. The abundant net-
work resources can be used without limit. Students can
search or download information related to English learning
content, such as the cultural background knowledge and
study reference material from the Internet. They can also use
the platform provided by local area network (LAN) and
software in the host computer to train English listening,
speaking, reading and writing skills.

4.2. Information Update Immediately

The goal of higher vocational education is to provide the
society with practical talents. It is necessary to acquire the
latest knowledge that closely related to the current social
development. Only like this can have stronger competitive-
ness in society. It is generally known that the time of paper
textbooks published means that some information is out-
dated, while the network resources can update immediately,
and provide students the latest learning resources and infor-
mation.

4.3. Open Teaching And Learning Environment

English teaching resources based on computer and net-
work open to all English learners. Every student can partici-
pate in the network English study under the equal condition,
at the same time can make use of network free to comment
and suggestion. Teachers can also collect the students' opin-
ions and suggestions in the first time, answer students' ques-
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tions in time, and evaluate their performance in the process
of completing the task. The communication between students
can not only break the classroom space constraints, but also
combine the learned knowledge with foreign culture. This
can play a positive role to improve the students' multi-
cultures cross-border communication abilities.

4.4. Promote Learning Initiative

As an autonomic and open learning environment, English
study in the network requires students to be more active,
initiative and self-controlled, further enhance the autonomy
of students to choose learning materials. Students can ac-
cording to the teaching goal and related topics to choose
their own topics of common interest for training. This can
promote the students’ initiative of learning greatly.

4.5. Be Good for Individuation Study

Network English teaching can reflect the teaching
thoughts of people-orientation and individualization. Multi-
media network has broken the traditional English teaching
pattern boundaries of time and space, built an infinite open
teaching space. Students can no longer subject to the con-
straints of time and space of classroom teaching. They can
complete autonomous learning anytime and anywhere with
the help of computer CD courseware and network, language
difficulties can be repeated learning, until they understand.
Study time is flexible, can be long or short, controlled all by
the students themselves. Students can also be free to choose
the level of learning content according to their actual situa-
tion. Moreover, students can realize their problems of learn-
ing with the feedbacks from computer, in order to adjust
their own learning contents and improve the methods.

5. THE CONSTRUCTION OF HIGHER VOCA-
TIONAL ENGLISH TEACHING MODE

5.1. The Thought of Higher Vocational English Teaching
Mode to Build

Exploring the construction of higher vocational English
teaching mode under the network environment is derived
from the successful experience of China's college English
teaching reform. The network multimedia technology, not
only caused the change of teaching means, but also triggered
a change teaching idea. It has changed the the traditional
teaching mode of teacher-centered and simple teaching lan-
guage knowledge in our country for a long term, began to
establish an active individualized teaching method that cen-
ters on the students [9]. So, if the new model of college Eng-
lish teaching reform can applied to higher vocational Eng-
lish? Whether the higher vocational English teaching can
constuct a teaching mode under network environment? It
need to have an analysis of the commonness and difference
between college English teaching and higher vocational Eng-
lish teaching, need to discuss the feasibility of constructing
this mode [10].

First, from teaching character and goal, college English
takes a foreign language teaching theory as the guide [11].
The main contents are English language knowledge and ap-
plication skills, cross-cultural communication and learning
strategy. Its main goal is to cultivate the students' English
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comprehensive and application ability, especially listening
and speaking skills, to make sure them can communicate
effectively in English in the future study, work and social
activities, at the same time to improve their ability of
autonomous learning, improve the comprehensive literacy, to
meet the need of social development in our country and in-
ternational communication. Compared with the higher voca-
tional English teaching described previously, we can find
that both of them require the students to possess certain lan-
guage knowledge and skills, and have a certain ability to use
language. The difference is that the college English high-
lights the cross-cultural communication and learning strat-
egy. It is said that the parallels are greater than the differ-
ences.

Secondly, from the teaching requirements, college Eng-
lish teaching should carry out the principle of classification
guidance to adapt the actual needs of personalized teaching
[12]. Higher vocational English course requirements also
point out the English level of each one is difference when
they entered school. English teaching requirements are di-
vided into A, B two levels. Students entered school with high
level should achieve level A level requirements, while the
low level should at least meet the requirements of level B.
With the constant improvement after learning, all students
should achieve A level requirements. There are detailed spe-
cific requirements of the level divided. Comparison and
analysis can find that both of them acknowledge the differ-
ences in students' English level, and establish the principle of
graded teaching.

Thirdly, from the teaching mode, college English teach-
ing should make full use of multimedia and network tech-
nology, adopt new teaching model to improve the original
teaching method, make sure the English teaching can’t lim-
ited by time and place, development to the direction of indi-
vidualized and autonomous learning [13]. It need to arouse
the enthusiasm of teachers and students, especially establish
the subject status of students in the teaching process. At the
same time, also should fully consider and reasonable inherit
the outstanding part of the existing traditional teaching
mode. Higher vocational English course requirements
pointed out that schools should introduce and use modern
teaching platform actively, such as computer multimedia and
network technology, to improve schools' condition of Eng-
lish teaching, organize students to participate in colorful
English extracurricular activities, create a better atmosphere
for English learning and arouse the students' self-
consciousness and English learning motivation. We can see
clearly that adopt modern teaching such as network and mul-
timedia is an important method to change the stereotyped
teaching mode.

In conclusion, college English teaching model under the
network environment can be referenced for higher vocational
English by modifying.

5.2. Higher Vocational English Teaching Mode Under the
Network Environment

Reference college English teaching mode, higher voca-
tional English teaching can build the mode of classroom
combined with network environment teaching as shown in
the Fig. (1).
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The network teaching in this mode refers to the online
learning environment. The classroom teaching is the tradi-
tional way of teaching. The essence of which is introducting
multimedia network technology in higher vocational English
teaching, optimizing the teaching process, emphasizing the
combination of network autonomous learning and classroom
teaching. View from the teaching contents, including the
higher vocational English listening, speaking, reading, writ-
ing and translating. The five aspects of teaching organization
can not only measure by separate way, but also be in the
form of integration [14].
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Fig. (1). Higher vocational English teaching mode under the net-
work environment.

In the higher vocational schools with modern teaching
conditions and facilities, English teaching can be fully in the
environment of multimedia network teaching based on cam-
pus network. Every English class can be combined with the
teacher's explanation and Internet for further development
and training. In other schools with conditions and facilities
are relatively backward, English teaching can be devided in
two, one part of the knowledge teaching in the traditional
classroom and the other part study in network multimedia
classroom [15]. This new model, which is characterized by
computer aided instruction, is the carrier of three-
dimensional teaching material, which embodies the follow-
ing characteristics:

First, highlights the advantages of multimedia network
teaching. In teaching process, integration of voice, image,
text and animation increased sensory stimuli to the students.
This will make the teaching content visualization, three-
dimensional and vivid, not only improve the students' inter-
est and attention to learning even improve the learning effi-
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ciency, but also can make the language difficult to under-
stand through multimedia means to be simple. Network for
the student provides more authentic language environment.
The information on the Internet can be saidas a inexhaustible
"information ocean", knowledge updates faster and strong
interest, subject matter rich and varied, is good information
on training students' reading and listening. Through the In-
ternet, students can not only enjoy the good English movies
and TV programs, can also use MSN, ICQ and e-mail with
native speakers in English for oral or written communica-
tion, which to improve the students' language ability to use
have great help to improve students' language, listening,
speaking, reading, writing and translating ability, make the
past boring English learning become more intersting. The
network multimedia teaching makes the students' personal-
ized learning be possible, so that the way of foreign language
learning has changed a lot. In local area network (LAN) or
autonomous learning center, students can not limited by time
and space, make full use of the open, diversified and real
language learning environment. According to the arrange-
ment of teaching contents and tasks, and their own level and
needs, they can select the appropriate learning content by
suitable for their schedule and method for personalized
learning [16].

Second, combined with network teaching and classroom
teaching is a new teaching mode. The students autonomous
learning and teachers' teaching one of the better teaching
mode embodies the teachers and students in English teaching
process in their own play the role and bear the task, the
teacher is the leadership, the student is the subject [17]. The
teaching mode that main required students autonomous
learning and teachers guide students for teaching better re-
flected the roles of teachers and students in English teaching
and learning process: the teachers are the leaders, the stu-
dents are the subjects. Compared with the traditional class-
room teaching method, this mode makes it more individual
and more rational.

5.3. The Constitute of Network Teaching System

New mode of Higher Vocational English Teaching under
the network condition is not denial and subversion to the
traditional teaching mode. Exactly, it is using modern infor-
mation technology to make up and improve the shortcomings
in the traditional teaching mode, and let the traditional teach-
ing mode in valuable teaching method and experience the
continuation; is a combination of traditional and modern
coexistence of two kinds of teaching model of, the two com-
plement each other.

In the new model, there are two parts in the teaching sys-
tem, one is the traditional classroom teaching system, the
one is the network teaching system based on the network
multimedia. The former generally includes 3 elements, such
as teacher, student and teaching material, while the latter
includes the elements of the media. Network teaching system
is mainly composed of the teaching module and some auxil-
iary modules, is the prerequisite for the development of net-
work teaching and requirements. Referring to the relevant
information, the network teaching system of higher voca-
tional English can be made of the following subsystems

(Fig. 2).
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Fig. (2). Constitute of network teaching system.

5.4. English Teaching Progress Under the Network

After the composition of the network teaching system,
the operation procedure of this teaching mode is discussed.
Students' learning process, as shown in the following
Fig. (3), first of all to be familiar with the basic characteris-
tics of the teaching mode of the network conditions and the
requirements of the course. Then, according to the structure
of the network on the learning content of the learning con-
tent, and through the unit test, in order to detect the contents
of the master. If a student fails to pass the unit test, the stu-
dents will continue to learn and consolidate until the course
is required. If passed the unit test, can accept the teachers
counseling. After that, students can start the new unit to con-
tinue to learn, in order to complete the teaching content in
such a sequence [18].

6. THE PRACTICE OF HIGHER VOCATIONAL
ENGLISH TEACHING UNDER  WEB-BASED
ENVIRONMENT

Due to the characteristics of higher vocational education,
English teaching time is limited, teaching task is tight. The
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Fig. (3). English Teaching progress under the network.
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traditional way of teaching can't finish the corresponding
teaching requirements. Therefore, this paper based on the
advantages of network platform, according to the character-
istics of higher vocational education and the students, per-
formed a set of explorations for English teaching mode,
achieved satisfactory result.

6.1. The Traditional Teaching Combined with Network

Due to limited teaching time and the variety of higher
vocational English teaching materials, teachers can only
choose one in practical teaching. It is necessary to let stu-
dents "informed". The best way is to use the advantages of
network platform to combine the actually single textbook
with abundant network curriculum. Teachers can choose one
or a few network materials according to the actual need for
teaching. After that, students can achieve not only a text-
book. The real earnings will be more than expected.

6.2. The Reform of Classroom Teaching Mode

The classroom is the main place of current education.
How to make students effectively master classroom teaching
content and the corresponding skills is the key problem of
English teaching. First, lead the classroom discussion out-
ward to outdoors activities. In addition to the normal class-
room discussion, it is required that every student, especially
the students did not speak in class, should give opinions or
have debate on the platform of class network BBS. The
amount of speech content must reach demands. Followed by
the open courseware, each unit teaching courseware should
publish on the network platform. Students can review the
class contents and read relevant background materials.
Teachers can save a lot of time to participate in activities
with students or the supplement the teaching contents.

6.3. Network Autonomous Learning Management

As a student, the mainly use of network learning is in the
spare time after class. Due to network learning has strong
autonomy, some students' ability of self-discipline is not
strong, will hard to avoid causing actual learning efficiency
low. It is obvious that too much supervision from teachers
unfavorable to the cultivation of students' self-discipline. The
author mainly adopts the model of task management for stu-
dents in practice. Students participate in network learning
have a certain task every time. The task will be divided into
must selected and optional, in order to take care of different
levels of students. This method can make sure students’ in-
dependent study targeted, become an effective extension of
the classroom.

CONCLUSION

Higher vocational English teaching under web-based en-
vironment is a new attempt under the new situation. Al-
though some problems exist in the network platform, but
overall, the benefits of long-term are very worth, and prob-
lems can be solved through a certain way. Through con-
stantly exploring and research, we will focus on the combi-
nation of English classroom teaching and extracurricular
autonomous learning ability effectively, make full use of the
advantage of network and multimedia, integrate various re-
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sources, take the students for the center of teaching, exercise
them become high-quality personnel.
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