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Abstract: Landfilling is the most commonly used method for solid waste disposal in Jordan. It is an important source of
pollution, which can be displayed through analysis of data for climatic conditions, hydrology and geology of the country.
The migration of gas and leachate from the landfill body into the surrounding environment present a serious
environmental concern, which include groundwater pollution, air pollution with impact on climate through methane
emission and potential health hazards. This paper presents an overview of these environmental concerns from landfilling
practices and their adverse environmental effects. In this paper, a number of remedial measures needed to minimize these
environmental and socio-economic effects are suggested, with in total ten long term and eight short term measures for
improving of the solid waste management system of Jordan.
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1. INTRODUCTION
Landfilling is the simplest and normally cheapest method
for disposing of waste [1]. In most low-to medium-income
developing nations, almost all generated solid waste goes to
landfill. Even in many developed countries, landfilling is the
most popular disposal method. In the European Union,
although policies of reduction, reuse, and diversion from
landfill are strongly encouraged, more than half of the
member states still send an excess of 75% of their waste to
landfill [2]. Additionally, although the proportion of waste to
landfill may in future decrease and the total volumes of
municipal solid waste (MSW) being produced are still
increasing significantly for many developed countries.
Landfill is therefore expected to remain a relevant source of
groundwater pollutant for the foreseeable future [3-6].

cap/day in urban and 0.85 kg/cap/day in rural areas [8] and is
expected to reach 2.5 million ton by 2015. There is clear a
lack in waste management practices, especially the proper
landfilling, coupled with the rapid increase in solid waste,
which poses a negative effect on health and environment.
Nowadays landfilling practiced in Jordan is still simply
dumping the waste in trenches with leveling and compacting
by trash compactors to reduce the size and the thickness of
the layers, and finally cover the waste with soil (trenches
method) [9], see Fig. (1). The trenches method is used in

The impact on water resources from landfills in arid areas
must be noticed. Even if low costs and high availability of
marginal land have made landfilling the most commonly
used waste disposal method, landfilling has many effects on
water resources. In fact, most arid areas suffer from the sever
rainfall erosion which could increase the possibility of
surface and ground water contamination. Disposal of liquid
waste is not uncommon in landfills in arid areas. Jordan, as
an example for the semi-arid and arid regions, has seen a
large increase in population during the past five decades as a
result of population growth and forced migrations [7].
Accompanied of this increase, economical and cultural
development has improved the standard of living and
changed consumer habits in the community, resulting in a
clear increase in the volume of waste. The rate of production
of MSW in Jordan has been estimated at about 1,960,000
tons annually with an average generation rate of 0.95 kg/
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Fig. (1). Trenches landfill method used in Jordan.
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most of Jordanian landfill due to their simple set-up and low
operational requirements. The construction of a trench must
be carefully pursued in order to minimize the leachate of
pollutants into the soil and groundwater. In this work, we
will determine and assess the direct and indirect
environmental impacts of landfill and dump sites in Jordan.
Furthermore, suggestion of the appropriate control method to
minimize negative effects of landfills on human and the
environment will be addressed.
2. LANDFILL GAS EMISSIONS
Organic waste can be decomposed forming gaseous
products. When the degradation process slowly moves from
aerobic condition to anaerobic condition, the carbon dioxide
level continues to be high, gradually falling as the methane
concentration builds up [10]. Other than methane and carbon
dioxide, there are also some trace levels of gases being
generated during the degradation process including
hydrogen, nitrogen, etc. Landfill gases, especially methane
and hydrogen, are highly flammable and if they are not
collected, used for energy utilization or flared off, they will
lead to potential fire and explosion hazard. In some cases,
incidents of fires and explosions due to lateral gas migration
away from landfills have been reported in the literature [11].
Landfills worldwide are estimated to produce 40 million
metric tons of methane each year, which is approximately
7.5% of the methane produced and released each year into
the earth’s atmosphere by all natural and anthropogenic
sources [12]. Landfill gas (LFG) emissions have a number of
pollutants of concern to human health and the environment
so landfills are identified as a hazardous air pollutant source
under the Urban Air Toxic Strategy [13]. In Jordan, it was
found that the methane emission from Akaider landfill will
reach 12 million M3 /year by the year 2021 and if it is utilized
properly, the LFG will not only generate a green energy, but
it also will create a source of revenue [14]. In another study
the production of methane gas from Al Rusaifeh and Akaider
landfills was estimated to generate electricity at very low
cost with an annual savings of 4.65 M$. This could be
achieved by the replacement of fuel oil with the generated
biogas [12]. On the ground, the only positive utilizing
experience was gained when a biogas company (a non-profit
organization) owned equally by central electricity generating
company and Greater Amman Municipality was established
in 1997 on Al Rusaifeh closed landfill. The main objectives
from the company were to reduce the greenhouse gases
(GHG) emissions from the landfill, as well as utilizing the
fresh organic waste in the production of methane gas for
power generation. The electricity generated was around 2.62
GWh during the period from 2000 when the factory start
working to 2009. Also the factory managed to reduce the
emission of a total of 106.38 million M3 of biogas during the
same period [15]. Recently, because of the company success
in achieving its goals an agreement with Finland government
was signed to buy carbon credits from the factory in a price
of 7.78 Euros/ton of Carbon dioxide (CO2) within the Clean
Development Mechanism (CDM) of the Kyoto protocol [16].
The plant reduces the emission of 5000 tons of methane and
saves 6000 tons of diesels. In a UNDP study [17] conduct for
Jordan’s Landfills the cost of emission utilization has been
estimated compared to the potential revenues from the CDM.
The result is presented in Fig. (2).

Fig. (2). Estimated costs compared to potential revenues from the
CDM from Jordan’s Landfills. UNDP study [17].

3. LANDFILL LEACHATE EMISSIONS
Solid waste disposed in landfills is usually subjected to
series of complex biochemical and physical processes, which
lead to the production of both leachate and gaseous
emissions. When leachate leaves the landfill and reaches
water resources, it may cause surface water and ground
water pollution [18-21].
It has been well recognized that the quantity of leachate
generated in a landfill depends on the climate in which the
landfill is situated, as well as the type of waste and the water
content at which it is landfilled. In arid climates, landfills
will either not produce any significant leachate, will only
produce leachate seasonally, or may produce leachate only as
a result of compression of an initially wet waste [22]. For
climates where annual precipitation is less than 400 mm,
virtually all precipitation is evapotranspired [23]. In cases
where no significant leachate is produced, it may be possible
to relax the standards required for the design of a landfill by
omitting the leachate collection system and under liner.
However, this will depend on geological and groundwater
conditions at the sites. If groundwater exists close to the
surface, or if the site is underlain by, e.g. sands and gravels
or cavernous limestone, it may be sensible to provide a
leachate control system regardless of climate. However, even
in an arid climate, there are occasional wet years or wet
seasons. The influence of warm climate on landfill
performance is complex and the increase in leachate
production after precipitation is rapid [24]. The calculated
values of climate water balance based on the precipitation,
evaporation and runoff data we made in many cases in
Jordan from the available past and present data were always
negative [25]. However, co-disposal of waste water (septic
wastewater) inside the landfill, which is practiced in most of
the Jordanian landfills, increased the leachate production
significantly and should be considered as a major source of
leachate generation [6]. For those kinds of landfills, an under
liner would probably be required. On the other hand,
generation and chemical characteristics of leachate depends
also upon other factors, such as the MSW composition,
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moisture content, capillary action, water content of
subsurface soil and ambient temperature.
The MSW composition in Jordan is mainly organic in
nature and has high moisture content at about 52%, see Fig.
(3). Beside as mentioned before that many landfills in the
country receive both solid waste and septic wastewater.
Septic wastewater poses a challenge to the environment as it
is hard to treat. Akaider site receives over 5000 m3/day of
septic wastewater. The climate at that site is arid to semi-
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arid; where the highest mean monthly average temperature is
25.3C° while the lowest monthly average temperature is
8.8C°. The rainy season is between October and May, and
the average yearly rainfall is 485 mm. Thus, a lack of
moisture may hinder the waste degradation process. The
potential use of septic wastewater to wet the dry solid waste
on emissions was explored [9]. It has been illustrated that
wetting the waste would increase the rate of gas production
and make gas capture and beneficial use justifiable. There
are at present 21 landfills in Jordan (listed in Table 1), the
majority of these landfills are without leachate collection
facilities. The lack of leachate collection facilities coupled
with the fact that most landfills do not have impermeable
liner system, increase the risk that leachate will contaminate
nearby water [26, 27]. They have proven in their studies that
the Akaider landfill leachate constitutes a serious threat to
the local aquifers in the Yarmouk Basin. In Table 2, the
characteristics of leachate collected from Akaider landfill
site is presented.
4. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

Fig. (3). The Physical Composition of MSW in Jordan [8].
Table 1.

In the beginning of the 1970, the authorities in Jordan
realized the pollution associated with the solid waste
practices through uncontrolled landfills, open dumping and
partial combustion. Action was taken but it was not
accompanied with the proper landfilling practices on the
ground, which poses negative impacts on the human health

Domestic Landfills in Jordan [69]
No

Site Name

Operating Date

Governate

Area in Dunm

Received Waste Tons/Day

1

Akaider

1980

Irbid

806

800

2

Al-Husaineyat

1986

Mafraq

180

170

3

North Badia

2003

Mafraq

360

43

4

Al-Ruasihed

2003

Mafraq

179

4

5

Al-Hamra

1990

Al-Salt

275

450

6

Al-ghabawi

2003

Amman

1947

2500

7

Madaba

1974

Madaba

87

500

8

Dhulil

1991

Zarqa

270

295

9

Dair alla

1998

Balqa

363

290

10

Azraq

1983

Zarqa

250

17

11

Noth shuneh

1983

Irbid

200

67

12

South shuneh

1988

Al-Balqa

13

Ghor Al-Mazra’a

1997

Karak

205

22

14

Lajoon

1995

Karak

485

190

15

Ghor Al-Safi

1997

Karak

153

25

16

Tafilah

1990

Tafilah

450

65

17

Al-shoubak

1983

Ma’an

26

45

18

Eyil Neimat

1984

Ma’an

274

42

19

Ma’an

1994

Ma’an

502

90

20

Al-Quaira

2000

Aqaba

270

25

21

Aqaba

2000

Aqaba

60

115

55
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and environment. Many problems connected to this could
threaten the ground water and surface water resources beside
the spread of odors, insects, rats, smoke and gases resulting
from the decomposition of waste. In the following section,
we will focus more on the air quality and ground water
impacts.
Table 2.

Characteristics of the Leachate Samples Collected
from Akaider Landfill Site [26]

Parameters
pH
(c)

Temp.

Turbidity

(NTU)

L1

L2

L3

L4

L5

L6

7.79

7.63

7.96

7.93

7.91

7.84

20

20

20

20

20

20

40

40

150

160

130

110

3.6

3.75

4.86

4.72

4.89

4.84

670

665

2300

2400

2000

2700

Fe

0.16

0.15

18.16

15.25

11.34

13.55

Mn

1.1

0.11

0.78

0.52

0.41

0.44

Ca

219

332

443

181

233

340

Na

556

538

485

778

735

256

65.2

61.6

1266

1273

1282

1371

Cl

10.3

11.2

1996

2650

2170

2338

So4

73.0

82.5

1105

1088

1164

11065

Cd

0.012

0.013

0.16

0.52

0.42

0.37

Zn

95

90

261

169

174

159

Cu

0.12

0.25

0.52

0.044

0.048

19.45

Pb

0.19

0.89

1.70

1.50

0.65

1.5

EC (s/cm)
Alkalinity(mg/1)
Cations

(mg/1)

K
Anions

(mg/1)

Heavy Metals (mg/1)

4.1. Air Quality Impacts
LFG is produced when organic material decomposes
anaerobically, consisting of 45% to 60% methane gas, 40%
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to 60% carbon dioxide, and 2% to 9% other gases which are
mostly emitted to the atmosphere. LFG is becoming a
significant contributor to atmospheric methane, unless
recovery control systems are implemented [28]. Although
methane and carbon dioxide are produced in almost equal
amounts in landfills, methane production is of greater
concern. Landfills are the largest anthropogenic source of
atmospheric methane in many developed countries. In
Europe, 30% of anthropogenic methane emissions are from
landfills. In the USA, they contributed approximately 37% in
1997; the largest fraction of all anthropogenic sources [29].
Different factors can affect the flow of landfill gas can be
seen in Fig. (4). Normally, landfill gases flow through
diffusion where gases move from areas with high gas
concentration to areas with lower gas concentration [30].
Another type of movement is due to pressure, when gas
accumulates in landfill it creates areas of high pressure,
where gas movements are restricted by compacted soil
covers, and areas of low pressure, where the gas can move
freely. This variation in pressure causes the gas to move
around the landfill, in a process known as convection [31].
When more gas is produced, the pressure inside the landfill
becomes higher than the atmospheric pressure and it moves
out into the atmosphere. Finally, gas migrates to areas of low
resistance, which is how well gases and liquids flow through
connected spaces and pores in waste and soil. Gas rather
moves through dry, sandy soils with high permeability, than
moist clay with low permeability [31]. These gases cause
bad odors inside and outside the landfills. In a semi-arid
climatic region, the landfill waste stays relatively dry and
generates gas so slowly that an active gas collection system
cannot be supported in some cases. However, the produced
methane gas has to be treated or eliminated either through
collection or by using oxidation process using alternative
final cover to passively eliminate methane as it moves
slowly up through the cover.
In Jordan, the Mafraq Landfill which is known also as the
Al-Husaineyat landfill, has an area of 180,000 m2, a volume
capacity of 400,000 m3, and a landfilling capacity of 60
years (1986 - 2046) [32], Fig. (5) shows the location of the
landfill. The landfill is located 25 km from the eastern part of
the city and receives a total of 134 tons of waste per day
from the city of Mafraq and 64 villages in the surrounding

Fig. (4). Different variables that influence the flow of landfill gas through the landfill surface [30].
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region [33]. The different types of waste deposited on the
landfill are residential, commercial, institutional, and
municipal. The waste is collected by trash trucks and
weighted at the entrance of the landfill. The landfill has been
preliminary excavated in order to form a pit for receiving the
trash; the waste is directly deposited on the surface ground.
After disposal on the site, teams of about 15-30 human
scavengers are employed to sort the trash. They sort the trash
manually into the following categories: plastic,
cardboard/paper, metallic waste, and aluminum waste. The
remaining waste is then piled on by trucks for final
deposition. Mafraq landfill is located in an open area and
exposed to wind, the prevailing winds in the area is the
North West and South East; this wind contribute in the
accumulation of gases in the landfill, which can carry to the
residential areas if these winds southwesterly. Odors are
noticed outside the landfill and from the nearest residential
area which is located 7 km far from the northeast of the
landfill, the odors are expected to be increased as the landfill
is expanding. According to the landfill monitoring records
the average TVOC,s measured inside the landfill around 500
ppb, ammonia 8-15 ppm and the methane gas was 0.5
mg/m3, which is within European standards [34] for working
environment.
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of GHGs [6, 36]. Most of the emissions originated from
disposal of domestic solid waste which accounted for 12.5%
(2515 Gg CO2 eq) of the total GHG emissions, while
wastewater handling accounted for 1% (199 Gg CO2 eq) of
the total GHG emissions. The largest contributor to methane
emissions is the waste sector. Methane emissions generated
from domestic solid waste landfills and wastewater
accounted for 91.6% and 3.6% of the total methane
emissions; respectively. The energy sector contributed 4.7%
of the total methane emissions. The contribution of
agriculture sector to methane emissions was negligible [6],
see Fig. (6).

Fig. (6). Methane Emissions by sector [6].

Fig. (5). Mafraq Landfill Location.

4.2. Climate Change Impacts
Climate change is not only a major global environmental
problem, but also an issue of great concern to developing
country like Jordan [35]. Over the last 20 years significant
reductions in the average rainfall have been noticed, and the
rains are not as predictable as they were. In addition, the
number of days with extreme high temperatures and days
with extreme low temperatures are rising, more heat means
losing more of our energy resources. In the year 2000, GHG
emissions to the atmosphere from the waste sector totaled
2713 GgCO2 equivalents( CO2 eq) at 13.5% of Jordan’s total
GHG emission which is about 20.14 million tons of CO2 eq

Jordan is not contributing to more than 0.05% to the
world total GHG emissions. This relatively small
contribution of GHGs does not correspond to the projected
impacts of climate change over the country [37], and will
continue to be severely impacted [38]. One opportunity for
Jordan is the CDM agreement that allows developed
countries payments for GHG emissions reductions to
developing countries [39]; these payments will encourage
and increase worldwide rates of landfill methane recovery;
effective mitigation through reducing GHG concentrations in
the atmosphere is the significant technique for climate
change problems [40]. In Jordan, scientific proof of a
relation to climate change could not be seen yet. Also [41] in
there study to investigate the relation between the
development of precipitation in Jordan and the global
phenomena of climate change; they found no evidence of a
visible trend in the average increase or decrease of
precipitation, still there appears to be a clear reduction of
temperature range. However, sufficient data generation and
analysis cannot be achieved in Jordan simply because of
limited meteorological infrastructure and limited data
resources.
4.3. Groundwater Impacts
Groundwater in Jordan is of two types, renewable and
non-renewable fossil water distributed among 12 basins as
shown in Fig. (7). It plays a central role in Jordan where it
represents 55-60% of the available water resources, equaling
850 million cubic meter annually (MCM/a) [42-45]. The
country is facing a future of very limited water resources, it
has among the lowest renewable water resources in the world
on a per capital basis [6, 46]. In urban areas, there are many
possible sources for groundwater contamination, including
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Fig. (7). Groundwater basins in Jordan.

landfills, septic tanks and cesspools, domestic and industrial
effluents, leaky sewage system and gasoline stations [6, 26,
47, 48]. Areas near landfills have a greater possibility of
groundwater contamination because of the potential
pollution source of leachate direct mitigation [49]. Leaching
of pollutants from landfills may result in groundwater
contamination, especially when it comes to uncontrolled
landfills with the absence of lining and monitoring systems
of the waste received. The generation and the chemical
characteristics of leachate in arid climate countries depends
upon the MSW characteristics, moisture content, capillary
action, water content of subsurface soil and ambient
temperature [50]. Generation of leachate from municipal
solid waste landfill in arid regions was neglected on the
assumption that minimal leachate could be formed in the
absence of precipitation. Many studies, on the other hand,
have identified potential of contamination due to
uncontrolled landfilling, e.g. [23, 26, 27, 47, 49, 51, 52].
Groundwater contamination is generally irreversible once it
is contaminated; it is difficult to restore the original quality
[53]. It has been found that the water held in the surface soils
by capillary action can infiltrate through the solid waste.
Therefore, the leachate will migrate toward the water table
beneath the landfill, contaminating the soil and the aquifer
system in arid region. In Jordan, groundwater quality has
been deteriorating by point and non-point pollution source
including domestic agricultural and industrial uses and
become an increasing problem in recent year. During the last
20 years, many evidences for groundwater contamination
have been presented especially in northern part of Jordan
[52]. Additionally [54], a gradual increase of element
concentrations has been reported in the groundwater wells
around the Akaider landfill starting from 1985. Nitrate
concentrations rose dramatically, doubling more than ten
times in ten years; this indicates that the previously
unsaturated zone had become saturated with polluted water.
Also [47, 55] affirm that the Yarmouk basin is contaminated
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with high nitrate concentration, exceeding the maximum
acceptable concentration for drinking water standard, which
was identified previously by [56] where they found high
concentration of HCO-3 and NO-3 of 307 and 51 mg/l,
respectively in groundwater in the northern areas of Jordan.
Another study by [57] showed high nitrate concentrations in
groundwater at Amman-Zarqa basin; it ranged from 10 to
330 mg/l, and increased from the year 2001 to 2006. About
92% of the samples have NO-3 concentration more than 20
mg/l; which is the allowable limit in drinking water
standards. The effect of uncontrolled landfilling practices
from Al-Husaineyat landfill site on the water quality in the
surrounding area has been investigated by the author; the
landfill is located over Amman-Zarqa basin, the basin
extends from Jebel Arab in Syria in the northeast. It covers a
total area of 4,586 km2, with about 4,074 km2 in Jordan and
512 km2 in Syria. The annual average precipitation is around
600 mm in Jebel Arab, 400 mm in western Amman, and less
than 100 mm towards the desert [58, 59]. The Amman–
Zarqa aquifers have the highest groundwater recharge in
Jordan; 88 (MCM/a). This represents about 30% of the
nation’s renewable groundwater resources (275 MCM/a).
The main groundwater system in the basin is composed of
the Basalt and the Amman (B2) and Wadi Es-Sir (A7), which
are located in the northeastern highlands extending north to
the Syrian border and southwest to the outskirts of Amman.
The A7 formation consists of massive bedded limestone
containing chert nodules in the upper part, which is overlain
by the B2 Formation. The B2 Formation is composed of
cyclical deposits of chalk, phosphate, silicified phosphate,
limestone and chert. The main recharge zones are located
over outcropping areas extending from the Ajlun Dome
northward to Irbid and eastward to Mafraq. It is also
recharged by underlying aquifers. The thickness of this
aquifer ranges from under 10 meters to around 500 meters in
the Azraq basin. The water quality from the aquifer is in
general good, with TDS values ranging from 500 to 1000
mg/l. The high permeability and large extension of the
aquifer makes it an important groundwater resource in the
area, in the study water samples were collected, physical and
chemical parameters were estimated for selected wells within
an area of 2 km from the landfill site and the impact on the
ground water flow direction was covered. The result showed
that the landfill constitute a serious threat to the local
aquifers, see Figs. (8, 9). Ion concentrations analyzed were
in accordance with world health organization (WHO)
guideline values and according to Jordanian Drinking Water
Standards (JDWS) 286/2008, except for the fluoride and the
chloride concentrations. The guideline value for chloride is
set to 200-300 mg/L [60]; the values in well 4 were of 330
mg/L. The guideline value for fluoride is set to 1.5 mg/L
whereas it was 14, 3.8, 1.2, and 0.5 for wells 1, 2, 3, and 4
respectively. From Fig. (9), the electric conductivity (EC)
was 1230, 948,870 and 635 μS/cm for wells 1,2,3 and 4
respectively. According to EC classification for irrigation
purposes [61], wells 1,2, and 3 classified as having slight to
moderate degrees of restriction on use whereas the well 4
classified as having no restriction. The pH 8.2,7.9,7.8 and
8.3 were almost neutral for all the well fields for wells 1,2,3
and 4 respectively. Biological contamination was monitored;
the Total Coliform Counts (TCC) in well 1 and well 2 was
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Fig. (8). Chemical analysis for different wells in Mafraq area.

Fig. (9). Physical and Biological analysis for different wells in Mafraq area.

30 and 4.1 MPN/100 mL respectively. Also the Escherichia
coli (E. coli) was found to be 20 and 3.3 MPN/100 mL
respectively. Groundwater should be free from any trace of

biological contaminant according to (JDWS) 286/2008. See
Fig. (10) a map providing locations of wells 1- 4 with
reference to the landfill.
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environmentally sound design and operation which
considers all site specific conditions (especially
climatic data, hydrologic and geologic factors).
3.

Avoid the co-disposal of waste water from septic
tanks into the landfill body to minimize the leachate
generated and groundwater contamination [6].

4.

Responsible authorities should provide the basic
facilities needed for sorting and source separation of
waste; in a survey conducted by the author in 2010
around 1000 Jordanian citizens were surveyed, from
the study the respondent hold a positive attitude and
willing for source separation if the authority provides
the necessary tools [63].

5.

Landfill economic feasibility of gas recovery,
processing, and utilization in Jordan has been
reported by many researches [9, 12, 17, 64]. Landfill
gas control and collection system should be
implemented for more efficient utilization and to
prevent the gas accumulation even where the case is
not economically feasible.

6.

Increase the knowledge and awareness between
residences for the importance of waste sorting and
source separation and it is beneficial effect on social,
economic and environmental aspects [65].

7.

Declare and organizing the scavenger work through
merging them formally in the system, Scavenging has
been recognized recently in Jordan as an effective
way for managing waste whereas it reduces the cost
of formal waste management systems as it reduces the
quantity of waste for collection [16, 65-67]

8.

Encourage the private sector to invest in all forms of
waste recycling and management projects [39].

9.

Reducing the quantity of the biodegradable waste that
is landfilled which is considered with encouraging
landfill methane recovery the major strategies for
reducing the methane emissions, by implementing
special standards starting with industries, companies
and big waste generators [68].

10.

Establishing environmental friendly landfills which
are consistent with country strategy planning and
Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs strategy [6].

Fig. (10). Map providing locations of wells 1- 4 with reference to
Mafraq landfill.

5. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
The current situation of landfills in Jordan does not fulfill
the required national and international conditions for
environmental precautions; the weak financial status of
municipalities and common services councils (CSC) which
is responsible for managing dumpsites and landfill in the
country stand against getting modern solid waste collection
and successful landfill operations. Landfill should be
operated to a standard, which protects human health and the
environment. Where landfill standards have not reached the
minimum for protection of health, it is recommended that
action should be taken immediately. However, the
improvement of the landfills has to be done gradually
according to the country’s condition and its financial and
technical abilities. Landfill gas and leachate generation are
concerns for the practices of waste disposal in the landfills;
measures are essential in order to minimize negative
environment impacts of solid waste in Jordan. The following
immediate improvements can be done to minimize these
environmental and socio-economic impacts.
5.1. Long Term Remedial Measures
1.

2.

Landfill should be designed, located and operated
based on national, international guidelines,
environmental impact analyses (EIA), and
environmental friendly which take into consideration
the accurate climate date precipitation, evaporation,
temperature, and wind direction beside the location
from residential areas and the groundwater level. It
must also be recognized that good engineering and
management of a landfill can be used to maintain a
perennial water deficit within the landfill by
maximizing runoff and minimizing infiltration into
the waste. Authorities must make provision for future
landfill needs by allocating suitable land in their longterm strategies [62]. The Establishment of
environmental friendly landfills is also consistent
with country strategy planning and Ministry of
Municipal and Rural Affairs strategy [6].
Operational standards (guidelines) for landfill
practices needed to provide the requirements for

5.2. Short Term Remedial Measures
1.

Ensure that daily covers are practiced. Leachate
problem could be minimized by limiting the water
getting into the landfill through surface water
diversion to ensure that no water can enter the landfill
and also to ensure a low water table within the landfill
by frequent pumping that should be coupled with the
daily soil cover. A low-permeability cover affects the
water content of the landfill [25].

2.

Improvement of access road.

3.

Constructing the basic infrastructure, fencing and
weighbridge.

4.

Stop open burning inside landfills.

5.

Establishing surface drainage system for limiting the
infiltration of the water through the landfill cover by
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providing impermeable cover and surface water
diversion for ensuring that less water will enter the
landfill body.

[18]

6.

Raising the awareness and competences of the
employees.

[19]

7.

Construction of leachate collection and gas venting
facilities.

[20]

8.

Ensure that no disposal of hazardous and medical
waste takes place; it is important that only municipal
waste is disposed in landfill, and no industrial or
hazardous waste. Therefore, waste should be sorted
and sites should be carefully selected to especially
avoid negative impacts on groundwater resources.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

[21]

[22]
[23]
[24]

None declared.
CONFLICT OF INTEREST
The authors confirm that this article content has no
conflicts of interest.

[25]

[26]

REFERENCES
[1]
[2]
[3]
[4]
[5]
[6]
[7]

[8]
[9]
[10]
[11]
[12]
[13]
[14]

[15]
[16]
[17]

A. A. R. Taylor. Waste Disposal and Landfill: Potential Hazards
and Information Needs. 2003, Available: http://www.bvsde.paho.
org/bvsacd/cd59/protecting/sect2-12.pdf
E. Pfeiffer and T. Gerlagh, "Energy recovery from MSW in
European Union. How to go one step further," German Energy
Agency (DENA), Berlin 2010.
A. A. Attenuation Landfills the Future in Landfilling. 2000, Available: http://wbiis.tu.koszalin.pl/towarzystwo/2000/17allen_t. pdf
P. Beigl and S. Lebersorger, "Forecasting municipal solid waste
generation for urban and rural regions," in XII International Waste
Management and Landfill Symposium Sardinia, Italy, 2009.
A. Alistair, "Containment landfills: the myth of sustainability,"
Eng. Geo., vol. 60, pp. 3-19, 2001.
UNDP, "Jordan second national communication to the United
Nations framework convention on climate change (UNFCCC),"
Jordan Ministry of Environment, Amman 2009.
B. Potter, K. Darmame, N. Barham, and S. Nortcliff, "Evergrowing Amman, Jordan: Urban expansion, social polarisation and
contemporary urban planning issues," Habitat. Int., vol. 33, pp. 8192, 2009.
SWEEP, "Country profile on solid waste mangement situation,"
The Regional Solid waste Exchange Information and Expertise
Network in Mashreq and Maghreb Countries 2010.
M. Chopra, D. Reinhart, and W. El-Shaar, "US-Jordan municipal
solid waste management collaborative research," The National
Science Foundation, University of Central Florida, Arlington 2001.
R. Turner, "Waste management: Planning, evaluation,
technologies," Resources Policy, vol. 9, pp. 143-143, 1983.
S. Chun, "Sanitary Landfills: Toward Sustainable Development,"
Lund University, 2001.
Z. AlGhazawi and F. Abdulla, "Mitigation of methane emissions
from sanitary landfills and sewage treatment plants in Jordan,"
Clean Tech. Environ. Policy, vol. 10, pp. 341-350, 2008.
EPA, “EPA’s Strategy for Reducing Health Risks in Urban Areas”,
vol. EPA-453/F-99-002: Research Triangle Park, 1999.
H. Abu Qdais, F. Abdulla, and L. Qrenawi, "Solid Waste Landfills
as a Source of Green Energy: Case Study of Al Akeeder landfill,"
presented at the International Conference and Exhibition on Green
Energy & Sustainability for Arid Regions & Mediterranean
Countries, Amman, Jordan, 2009.
JBC. (2012, 2 April). Jordan biogas company Available:
http://www.jordanbiogas.com/about.html
METAP, "Development of strategic framework for private sector
participation in MSW management report," Ministry of
Environment Jordan 2008.
Z. AlGhazawi, "Evaluation report: Jordan methane capture and
utilization demonstration project," UNDP 2004.

[27]

[28]
[29]
[30]

[31]
[32]

[33]
[34]
[35]
[36]

[37]
[38]
[39]
[40]

P. Kängsepp and L. Mathiasson, "Performance of a full-scale
biofilter with peat and ash as a medium for treating industrial
landfill leachate: a 3-year study of pollutant removal efficiency,"
Waste Manage. Res., vol. 27, pp. 147-158, Mar 2009.
A. Abbas, G. Jingsong, L. Ping, P. Ya, and w. Al-Rekabi, "Review
on landfill leachate treatments," J. Appl. Sci. Res., vol. 5, pp. 534545, 2009.
Z. Lou, X. Chai, D. Niu, Y. Ou, and Y. Zhao, "Size-fractionation
and characterization of landfill leachate and the improvement of Cu
adsorption capacity in soil and aged refuse," Waste Manage., vol.
29, pp. 143-152, 2009.
S. Olsson, J. P. Gustafsson, K. Berggren, D. Bendz, and I. Persson,
"Metal leaching from MSWI bottom ash as affected by salt or
dissolved organic matter," Waste Manage., vol. 29, pp. 506-512,
2009.
G. Blight, "Standards for landfills in developing countries," Waste
Manage. Res,, vol. 14, pp. 399-408, July 1, 1996 1996.
T. Christensen, H. Cossu, and R. Stegmann, Landfilling of Waste:
Leachate. London, U.K: Elsevier Applied Science, 1992.
J. Lema, R. Mendez, and R. Blazquez, "Characteristics of landfill
leachates and alternatives for their treatment: A review," Water, Air
Soil Pollut., vol. 40, pp. 223-250, 1988.
M. Aljaradin, M. P. Kenneth, and T. Selim, "Evaluation of the
daily cover soil in Mafraq landfill –Jordan using Hydrus 2d/3d
simulation," in The Thirteenth International Waste Management
and Landfill Symposium, Sardinia, Italy, 2011, pp. 581-582.
Y. Abu Rukah and Y. Al-Kofahi, "The assessment of the effect of
landfill leachate on ground-water quality-a case study. El-Akader
landfill site-north Jordan," J. Arid. Environ., vol. 49, pp. 615-630,
2001.
y. Abu Rukah, Study of Colloidal Content and Associated Heavy
Metals in Landfill Leachate: A Case Study of El-Akader landfill
Site: Jordan, Geneva, SUISSE: Inderscience Enterprises, 2005, vol.
23.
M. El-Fadel, A. Findikakis, and J. Leckie, "Environmental impacts
of solid waste landfilling," J. Environ. Manage., vol. 50, pp. 1-25,
1997.
J. Hettiaratchi, "New Trends in Waste Management: North
American Perspective," in International Conference on Sustainable
Solid Waste Management, Chennai, India, 2007, pp. 9-14.
C. Scheutz, P. Kjeldsen, J. Bogner, A. Devisscher, J. Gebert, H.
Hilger, M. Huberhumer, and K. Spokas, "Microbial methane
oxidation processes and technologies for mitigation of landfill gas
emissions," Waste Manage. Res., vol. 27, pp. 409-455, August 1,
2009.
ATSDR, "Landfill Gas Primer," Department of Health and Human
Services, Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry
Division of Health Assessment and Consultation 2001.
JICA, "Basic design study report on the project for improvement of
solid waste management in major local areas in the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan," Japan International Cooperation Agency,
Tokyo, 1996.
N. AlAnsari, A. AlHanbali, and A. Dhayaflah, "Solid waste
management and disposal in Mafraq city," Hydrogeol. Umwelt.,
vol. 33, pp. 1-21, 2005.
WHO, "Air Quality quidelines for Europe (2nd ed.)," in European
Series No. 91, Copenhagen: World Health Organization, Regional
Office for Europe, 2000.
F. Abdulla and A. Al-Omari, "Impact of climate change on the
monthly runoff of a semi-arid catchment: Case study Zarqa river
basin (Jordan)," J. Appl. Bio. Sci., vol. 2, pp. 43-50, 2008.
J. Giegrich and R. Vogt, "Strategy proposals for optimising
German development cooperation - contribution to GHG mitigation
in the waste management sector," Deutsche Gesellschaft für
technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ). Eschborn, Germany, 2008.
WRI. (2005, 20 March,2012). Earth Trends Data Tables: Climate
and Atmosphere. Available: http://www.earthtrends.wri.org/
IPCC, "Climate change 2007: Iimpacts, adaptation and
vulnerability," Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK, 2007.
UNDP, "Keeping the promise and achieving aspirations," Ministry
of Planning and International Cooperation United Nations in Jordan
2010.
R. Sands and K. Schumacher, "Economic comparison of
greenhouse gas mitigation options in Germany," Energy Eff., vol.
2, pp. 17-36, 2009.

Environmental Impact of Municipal Solid Waste Landfills
[41]

[42]

[43]
[44]

[45]
[46]

[47]

[48]

[49]

[50]
[51]
[52]
[53]

The Open Waste Management Journal, 2012, Volume 5

M. Hamdi, M. Abu-Allaban, A. Al-Shayeb, M. Jaber, and N.
Momani, "Climate change in Jordan: A comprehensive
examination approach," Am. J. Environ. Sci., vol. 5, pp. 58-68,
2009.
N. Al-Halasah and B. Ammary, "Water resources policy and
management in Jordan integrated urban water resources
management." vol. 10, P. Hlavinek, Ed., Springer: Netherlands,
2006, pp. 59-68.
M. Kuisi and A. Abdel-Fattah, "Groundwater vulnerability to
selenium in semi-arid environments: Amman Zarqa Basin, Jordan,"
Environ. Geochem. Health, vol. 32, pp. 107-128, 2008.
A. Mohammad and M. P. Kenneth, "Imminent threats to
groundwater resources in the middle east due to uncontrolled
landfilling," in World Congress for Middle Eastern Studies,
Barcelona, Spain, 2010.
A. El-Naqa and A. Al-Shayeb, "Groundwater protection and
management strategy in Jordan," Water Resour Manage., vol. 23,
pp. 2379-2394, 2009.
A. Fardous, M. Mudabber, M. Jitan, and R. Badwan, "Harnessing
salty water to enhance sustainable livelihoods of the rural poor in
four countries in west asia and north africa.," National Center for
Agricultur Research and Technology, Ministry of Agriculture,
Amman, Jordan, 2004.
M. Obeidat, A. Fayez, N. Hamouri, A. Massadeh, and F.
Athamneh, "Assessment of nitrate contamination of karst springs,
Bani Kanana, northern Jordan," Revista Mexicana de Ciencias
Geológicas, vol. 25, pp. 426-437, 2008.
Y. Abu Rukah, A. Marc, and H. Ghrefat, "Hydrogeological data
evaluation and solid waste management at Al-Akeeder landfill site,
Jordan: Assessing pollution risks," Int. J. Ecol. Environ. Sci., vol.
36, pp. 175-186, 2010.
S. Mor, K. Ravindra, R. Dahiya, and A. Chandra, "Leachate
characterization and assessment of groundwater pollution near
municipal solid waste landfill site," Environ. Monit. Assess., vol.
118, pp. 435-456, 2006.
A. Al-Yaqout and M. Hamoda, "Evaluation of landfill leachate in
arid climate--a case study," Environ. Int., vol. 29, pp. 593-600,
2003.
L. B. Dorthe and T. H. Christensen, "Speciation of Heavy Metals in
Landfill Leachate: A Review," Waste Manage. Res., vol. 22, pp. 323, 2004.
A. El-Naqa, H. Nezar, and M. Kuisi, "GIS-based evaluation of
groundwater vulnerability in the Russeifa area, Jordan," Revista
Mexicana de Ciencias Geológicas, vol. 23, p. 10, 2006.
A. AlYaqout and M. Hamoda, "Prediction of contaminants
migration at unlined landfill sites in an arid climate – A case
study," Water Air Soil Pollut., vol. 162, pp. 247-264, 2005.

Received: April 18, 2012

[54]
[55]
[56]

[57]

[58]
[59]
[60]
[61]
[62]
[63]
[64]

[65]
[66]
[67]
[68]

[69]

Revised: May 21, 2012

37

A. Jawad, S. Alshereideh, Y. Abu Rukah, and K. A-Qudah,
"Aquifer ground water quality and flow in the Yarmouk river basin
of northern Jordan," J. Environ. Syst., vol. 26, no. 3, 1998.
M. Awawdeh and R. Jaradat, "Evaluation of aquifers vulnerability
to contamination in the Yarmouk River basin, Jordan, based on
DRASTIC method," Arab J. Geosci., vol. 3, pp. 273-282, 2009.
Y. Abu Rukah and K. Alsokhny, "Geochemical assessment of
groundwater contamination with special emphasis on fluoride
concentration, North Jordan," Chemie der Erde - Geochemistry,
vol. 64, pp. 171-181, 2004.
M. Obeidat, A. Massadeh, A. Al-Ajlouni, and F. Athamneh,
"Analysis and evaluation of nitrate levels in groundwater at AlHashimiya area, Jordan," Environ. Monit. Assess., vol. 135, pp.
475-486, 2007.
M. Chebaane, H. El-Naser, J. Fitch, A. Hijazi, and A. Jabbarin,
"Participatory groundwater management in Jordan: Development
and analysis of options," Hydrogeol. J., vol. 12, pp. 14-32, 2004.
N. Eraifej and N. Abu-Jaber, "Geochemistry and pollution of
shallow aquifers in the Mafraq area, North Jordan," Environ. Geol.,
vol. 37, pp. 162-170, 1999.
WHO, "Guidelines for Drinking-Water Quality," World Health
Organization, Switzerland, Recommendations, 2008.
R. Ayers, "Water Quality for Agriculture," Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, Rome, 1994.
N. Al-Ansari, "Landfills in arid environment," presented at the
Landfills of Hazardous Waste and it's Implications on Health and
Environment, Luleå, 2011.
M. Aljaradin, K. M. Persson, and H. Alitawi, "Public awareness
and willingness for recycle in Jordan," Int. J. Acad. Res., vol. 3, pp.
508-510, 2011.
H. Abu Qdais and F. Abdulla, "Solid waste landfills as a source of
green energy: Case study of Al Akeeder landfill," presented at the
International Conference and Exhibition on Green Energy &
Sustainability for Arid Regions & Mediterranean Countries,
Amman, Jordan, 2009.
M. Aljaradin and M. P. Kenneth, "Title," unpublished.
G. A. Daradki, "The Jordanian Experience in the Management of
Solid Waste," Corporation for Environmental Protection 2008.
H. Abu Qdais, "Techno-economic assessment of municipal solid
waste management in Jordan," Waste Manage., vol. 27, pp. 16661672, 2007.
J. Bogner, A. Ahmed, A. Diaz, Q. Faaij, S. Gao, K. Hashimoto, R.
Mareckova, and T. Pipatti, "Waste management," in Fourth
Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change Mitigation Cambridge, United Kingdom and New York,
NY, USA, 2007.
M. Environment, "Jordan’s second national communication to the
United Nations framework convention on climate change
(UNFCCC)," Amman 2009.

Accepted: May 30, 2012

© Aljaradin and Persson; Licensee Bentham Open.
This is an open access article licensed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/bync/3.0/) which permits unrestricted, non-commercial use, distribution and reproduction in any medium, provided the work is properly cited.

